
Colossians 3:14-17 CLOTHING THE NEW HUMANITY

“God did not make this person as I would have made him. He did not give him 
to me as a brother for me to dominate and control, but in order that I might find 
above him the Creator. Now the other person, in the freedom with which he was 
created, becomes the occasion of joy, whereas before he was only a nuisance 
and an affliction. God does not will that I should fashion the other person 
according to the image that seems good to me, that is, in my own image; rather 
in his very freedom from me God made this person in His image. I can never 
know beforehand how God's image should appear in others. That image always 
manifests a completely new and unique form that comes solely from God's free 
and sovereign creation. To me the sight may seem strange, even ungodly. But 
God creates every man in the likeness of His Son, the Crucified. After all, even 
that image certainly looked strange and ungodly to me before I grasped it.” 
- Bonhoeffer, Life Together 

Galatians 4:4-6 But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under 
the law, (5) to redeem those where under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. (6) And because you 
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” (7) So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” 

Colossians 3:14–15 (ESV): And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

Ephesians 4:1–6 (ESV): I therefore, a prisoner 
for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 



calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

COLOSSIANS 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be 
thankful. 

John 14:27 (ESV): Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

Colossians 3:16–17 (ESV): 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 


