1 Kings 1:1- 32 “King For A Day”

Wisdom dictates responsibility – you take responsibility for your actions –
accountability and honesty – this produces integrity.
• Maturity is defined as a person taking responsibility
• Owning up for your mistakes and pushing for reform in yourself and those God
has put under you.
• The history of Israel is the history of any nation, any people group – leaders not
taking responsibility, lying, stealing, murdering, hating and acting in the most
ungodly fashion.
• Irrespective of God’s love and provision, it is the story of a nation lead mostly by
unbelieving buffoons.

• Corruption in every rank – WHY? – because they could and will.
1 Now King David was old, advanced in years;
and they put covers on him, but he could not get warm.
2 Samuel 5:4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.
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1 Chronicles 29:26–27
26 Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.
27 And the period that he reigned over Israel was forty years;
seven years he reigned in Hebron, and thirty-three years he reigned in Jerusalem.

• David is worn out – unable to stand or warm himself

1 Kings 1:47 And moreover the king’s servants have gone to bless our lord King David,
saying, ‘May God make the name of Solomon better than your name, and may He make his
throne greater than your throne.’ Then the king bowed himself on the bed.

2 Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a young woman, a virgin, be sought for our lord the king,
and let her stand before the king, and let her care for him; and let her lie in your bosom, that our lord
the king may be warm.”
3 So they sought for a lovely young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag
the Shunammite, and brought her to the king.
4 The young woman was very lovely;
and she cared for the king, and served him; but the king did not know (have sex with) her.

• Shunammite: The meaning of the root word is “perfect one, peaceable one, or
pacified”.
o The wealthy woman who provided a room for Elisha was another
Shunamite woman of the Bible, according to 2 Kings 4:8.
• So, how many of you wives would put up with this?
• Couldn’t be a married woman – it had to be a Virgin with no ties to another
household or to a husband.

o The Holy Spirit recording that she was “VERY LOVELY”, not
just cute.
§ Did she have to be the most beautiful woman in the land?
§ Her continued virginity would be proof of her integrity.
• LXX: Great emphasis is placed upon her [Abishag's] charms.
o The LXX supports this by translating in vs. 2, ‘and let her excite him and
lie with him.’
o The fact that the king did not have intercourse with her is decisive in the
story. If David was impotent he could no longer be king." 1
• Some scholars point to the possibility that Abishag is the female protagonist in
the Song of Songs. 2
o Shunammite – 1 Kings 1:3
o Shulammite – Song of Solomon 6:13 Return, return, O Shulamite;
Return, return, that we may look upon you! What would you see in the
Shulamite— As it were, the dance of the two camps?
Song of Solomon 1:5 I am dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem,
Like the tents of Kedar, Like the curtains of Solomon.

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be king”; and he prepared for
himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.
6 (And his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, “Why have you done so?” He
was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.)

• David hadn’t ever disciplined or held his son responsible for anything he had
done – in his entire life!
1
2
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o One of the great injustices of modern thought is to not discipline your
children.
o Love DEMANDS discipline.
Proverbs 13:24 He who spares his rod hates his son,
But he who loves him disciplines him promptly.

7 Then he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they followed
and helped Adonijah.
8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the
mighty men who belonged to David were not with Adonijah.

• Several of David’s most important allies were faithful to him.
9 And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by
En Rogel; he also invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the king’s
servants.

• Not a sacrifice, a huge feast with specific invitees.
• The design of the feast?
o To influence people against those in V8
o Against Solomon – just a young man of perhaps 17 yrs old.
10 But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or Solomon his brother.
11 So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard that Adonijah
the son of Haggith has become king, and David our lord does not know it?
12 Come, please, let me now give you advice, that you may save your own life and the life of your
son Solomon.
13 Go immediately to King David and say to him, ‘Did you not, my lord, O king, swear to your
maidservant, saying, “Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my
throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’
14 Then, while you are still talking there with the king, I also will come in after you and confirm your
words.”
15 So Bathsheba went into the chamber to the king. (Now the king was very old, and Abishag the
Shunammite was serving the king.)
16 And Bathsheba bowed and did homage to the king. Then the king said, “What is your wish?”
17 Then she said to him, “My lord, you swore by the LORD your God to your maidservant, saying,
‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.’
18 So now, look! Adonijah has become king; and now, my lord the king, you do not know about it.
19 He has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of
the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army; but Solomon your servant he
has not invited.
20 And as for you, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, that you should tell them who will
sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.
21 Otherwise it will happen, when my lord the king rests with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon
will be counted as offenders.”

• Culture typically dictated the death of all others who could take the throne and
their families.
• Bathsheba leaves the room apparently
22 And just then, while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in.

23 So they told the king, saying, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in before the king,
he bowed down before the king with his face to the ground.

• So here comes Nathan – an elderly prophet of Israel
• Nathan bows before his King
• The same King he admonished for committing adultery with Bathsheba.
o Those sins has been forgiven and forgotten
24 And Nathan said, “My lord, O king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit
on my throne’?
25 For he has gone down today, and has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in
abundance, and has invited all the king’s sons, and the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the
priest; and look! They are eating and drinking before him; and they say, ‘Long live King
Adonijah!’
26 But he has not invited me—me your servant—nor Zadok the priest, nor Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, nor your servant Solomon.
27 Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and you have not told your servant who should sit
on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

• Have you blessed this insurrection?
• Are you aware of what these men are plotting?
28 Then King David answered and said, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the king’s
presence and stood before the king.

• So what did Bathsheba think about Abishag’s job?
• Why couldn’t Bathsheba do what Abishag was doing?

29 And the king took an oath and said, “As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from every
distress,
• This is our God!
o Redeemed from being forgotten in the fields of Bethlehem
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Redeemed from Goliath
Redeemed from the anger and hatred of Saul
Redeemed from the Amelekites, Midianites and Philistines
Redeemed from his own selfish sins of adultery and murder
§ Redeemed on the basis of what?
• A broken and contrite heart
Psalm 51
To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David When Nathan the Prophet Went to Him, After He Had
Gone in to Bathsheba.
1 Have mercy upon me, O God,
According to Your lovingkindness;
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies,
Blot out my transgressions.
o
o
o
o

•

o It’s the Lord’s great attributes that David rehearses – Not David’s attributes
§ Forgive me because I’m the King
§ Forgive me because I deserve to be treated differently
§ I’m the victim, not them!
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me.
4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight— That You may be
found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.

o You have every right to hold me to the Capitol crimes I have committed

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.

o David understood that only God could restore him
o If God wouldn’t, then he was dead anyways.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God,
You will not despise.
29 And the king took an oath and said, “As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from every
distress,
30 just as I swore to you by the LORD God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall be
king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,’ so I certainly will do this day.”
31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and paid homage to the king, and said, “Let
my lord King David live forever!”
32 And King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada.” So they came before the king.

• David is not feeble, just kind of cold all the time

