1 Kings 1:33- 53 “Go Home Brother”
33 The king also said to them, “Take with you the servants of your lord, and
have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and take him down to Gihon.

• Mule, not a donkey or a burro
o Not a horse
o The most famous mule in Israel
o Special saddle, special bridle, special silver and gold adornments
• Kings rode on mules in the ancient Near East, symbolizing their role as the
people’s servants. The people would understand that Solomon’s riding on a
mule implied his kingship. The mule specified by David was to be his own
personal animal. Perhaps the people would have recognized that mule by its
trappings and concluded that David had given Solomon permission to ride it
as his designated successor. 1
34 There let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over
Israel; and blow the horn, and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’
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35 Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my
throne, and he shall be king in my place. For I have appointed him to be
ruler over Israel and Judah.”
36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said,
“Amen! May the LORD God of my lord the king say so too!
37 As the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may He be with
Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King
David.”
• Think of how Saul would have freaked out hearing that
• David is quite secure with his position as given to him by the Lord
38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on
King David’s mule, and took him to Gihon.
The Gihon Spring and Hezekiah’s Tunnel:
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Insert: Hezekiah's Tunnel Video
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39 Then Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from the tabernacle and anointed
Solomon. And they blew the horn, and all the people said, “Long live King
Solomon!”
40 And all the people went up (out of the Spring of Gihon) after him; and the
people played the flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth
seemed to split with their sound.
• Imagine the roar of the people
o Probably heard even outside the city of Jerusalem
• David listening to all of this – too old to look from his roof now.
o He remembers when he was declared King
41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they
finished eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he said, “Why
is the city in such a noisy uproar?”
• The roar put fear into the hearts of the confederacy of mutineers
o Adonijah’s party was feasting only a half mile south of Gihon. They
heard the celebration easily. But it was the blowing of the trumpet, the
sign that an official function was taking place, that roused Joab to
inquire about all the noise in the city. 2
• Imagine the horror of those that refused to believe in Jesus when He
returns!
Revelation 1:7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will
see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth
will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.
42 While he was still speaking, there came Jonathan, the son of Abiathar
the priest.
And Adonijah said to him, “Come in, for you are a prominent man, and bring
good news.”
43 Then Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, “No! Our lord King David
has made Solomon king.
44 The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they
have made him ride on the king’s mule.
2

Thomas L. Constable, “1 Kings,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B.
Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 490.

45 So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at
Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an
uproar. This is the noise that you have heard.
• The new King has come!
• The City of Jerusalem rings with joy once again
46 Also Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom.
47 And moreover the king’s servants have gone to bless our lord King
David, saying, ‘May God make the name of Solomon better than your name,
and may He make his throne greater than your throne.’ Then the king
bowed himself on the bed.
48 Also the king said thus, ‘Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has
given one to sit on my throne this day, while my eyes see it!’ ”
• Most of the time a new King is crowned only once the previous King is
dead.
49 So all the guests who were with Adonijah were afraid, and arose, and
each one went his way.
The party is over!
• Those that would stand with you against God’s perfect law will
abandon you when they see your judgment coming.
50 Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he arose, and went and took
hold of the horns of the altar.
51 And it was told Solomon, saying, “Indeed Adonijah is afraid of King
Solomon; for look, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let
King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death
with the sword.’ ”
52 Then Solomon said, “If he proves himself a worthy man, not one hair
of him shall fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.”
• How does a man prove himself worthy?
o Humility
o Forgiveness
o Trustworthy
o Sincerity
Matthew 15:10–11 (NLT)
10 Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said,
“and try to understand.
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11 It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled
by the words that come out of your mouth.” 3
• Many things defile a man – but his tongue is typically the most
out of control!
James 3:1–12 (NLT)
1 Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers
in the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly.
2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our
tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every
other way.
3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a
small bit in its mouth.
4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot
chooses to go, even though the winds are strong.
5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand
speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire.
6 And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness,
corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set
on fire by hell itself.
7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish,
8 but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly
poison.
9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses
those who have been made in the image of God.
10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth.
Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right!
11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter
water?
12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No,
and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring. 4
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53 So King Solomon sent them to bring him down from the altar.
And he came and fell down before King Solomon; and Solomon said to
him, “Go to your house.”
• “Go home brother”
o Peacemakers, not Peacekeepers
Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.
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