2 Kings 17.1- 23 “Don’t Get Carried Away”

Ahaz is the King of Judah and Isaiah is young in his ministry as a
Prophet
• Isaiah:

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

• Hosea

Hosea 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea the son of Beeri,
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah,
and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.

• Amos

Amos 1:1 The words of Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders of
Tekoa (Bethlehem), which he saw concerning Israel in the days of
Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash,
king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

• Jonah
• Micah

Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth in
the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he
saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

• Jeremiah: The next Prophet would come in the days of
Hezekiah’s great-grandson – Josiah
Jeremiah 1:1–3
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1 The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin,
2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son
of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, until the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in
the fifth month.
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah,
Hoshea the son of Elah became king of Israel in Samaria,
and he reigned nine years.
2 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD,
but not as the kings of Israel who were before him.
3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him;
and Hoshea became his vassal, and paid him tribute money.

Hoshea would be the last King of Israel
• A consistent track record of evil throughout the reign of the Kings
of Northern Israel.
• The Assyrians would overwhelm Northern Israel and place
Hoshea under their rule.
• Famously recorded on the “Black Obelisk” of the Assyrians now
found in the British Museum, London, UK.
o Hoshea bowing and paying homage to Shalmaneser

4 And the king of Assyria uncovered a conspiracy by Hoshea;
for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and brought no tribute to
the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year.

Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.
5 Now the king of Assyria went throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria
and besieged it for three years.
6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel
away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah and by the Habor, the River of
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

• Hoshea and all of Samaria got carried away.

o Sin carried them away first

§ Convenient
§ Cheap
§ Momentary happiness
§ SIN ALWAYS BRINGS DEATH!
o Sin always leads to further and deeper sins.
o Gateway Drug? – the greatest is sin
• Hoshea’s misconception was that Shalmaneser is his enemy.
o God is the enemy of every sin – particularly of disobedience
§ God is not, however, the enemy of every sinner!
2 COR 5:19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to
himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he
gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 1

o God hates those acts that promote evil and especially
those acts that teach others to sin.
Proverbs 6:16–19
16 These six things the LORD hates,
Yes, seven are an abomination to Him:
17 (1) A proud look, (a self-exalted look)

1 Tyndale House Publishers, Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2013), 2 Co 5:19.
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(2) A lying tongue, (telling lies to promote yourself rather than
admitting you’re wrong)
(3) Hands that shed innocent blood, (
18 (4) A heart that devises wicked plans,
(5) Feet that are swift in running to evil,
19 (6) A false witness who speaks lies,
(7) And one who sows discord among brethren.
Romans 2:1–11 (NLT)
1 You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad,
and you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be
punished, you are condemning yourself, for you who judge others do
these very same things.
2 And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such
things.
3 Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can
avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things?

4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God
is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that
his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?

5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are
storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming,
when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.
6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done.
7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after
the glory and honor and immortality that God offers.
8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for
themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of
wickedness.
9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing
what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.
10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do
good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.
11 For God does not show favoritism. 2

2 Tyndale House Publishers, Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2013), Ro 2:1–11.

7 For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God,
who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had feared other gods,
8 and had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the LORD had cast out
from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had
made.
9 Also the children of Israel secretly did against the LORD their God things
that were not right, and they built for themselves high places in all their cities,
from watchtower to fortified city.
10 They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on every high
hill and under every green tree.
11 There they burned incense on all the high places, like the nations whom the
LORD had carried away before them; and they did wicked things to provoke
the LORD to anger,
12 for they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, “You shall not do
this thing.”
Hebrews 4:12–13 (NKJV)
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things

are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give
account. 3
13 Yet the LORD testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets,
every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways, and keep My commandments
and My statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers,
and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.”
14 Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of
their fathers, who did not believe in the LORD their God.
Jeremiah 5:21-22a (LEB)
21 ‘Hear this please,
O foolish and senseless people,
who have eyes but do not see,
who have ears but do not hear.’
22 Do you not revere me?” declares Yahweh,
3 The New King James Version (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1982), Heb 4:12–13.
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“Do you not tremble before me?

4

• Thomas Chalkley (1713): “There are none so blind as those who
will not see. The most deluded people are those who choose to
ignore what they already know.” 5
15 And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with
their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they
followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all
around them, concerning whom the LORD had charged them that they should
not do like them.
16 So they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, made for
themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden image and
worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.
17 And they caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire,
practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do evil in the
sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger.

4 W. Hall Harris III et al., eds., The Lexham English Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012), Je 5:21–22.
5 'According to the 'Random House Dictionary of Popular Proverbs and Sayings' this proverb has been traced back to 1546
(John Heywood), and resembles the Biblical verse Jeremiah 5:21 ('Hear now this, O foolish people, and without
understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not'). In 1738 it was used by Jonathan Swift in his
'Polite Conversation' and is first attested in the United States in the 1713 'Works of Thomas Chalkley'. The full saying is: 'There
are none so blind as those who will not see. The most deluded people are those who choose to ignore what they already
know'.'

18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His
sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone.

• All of Northern Israel was carried away
o By sin
o By Assyria
19 Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God,
but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.

20 And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel, afflicted them,
and delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast
them from His sight.
21 For He tore Israel from the house of David, and they made Jeroboam the
son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel from following the LORD, and
made them commit a great sin.
22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did;
they did not depart from them,
23 until the LORD removed Israel out of His sight, as He had said by all His
servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away from their own land to Assyria,
as it is to this day.

Collateral Damage from my own sins
• My Family
• My Business
• My future
• My Legacy
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So, King of Egypt?
• 2 Kings 17:4 says that king Hoshea sent letters to "So, King of Egypt". No pharaoh of this
name is known for the time of Hoshea (about 730 BC), during which Egypt had three dynasties
ruling contemporaneously: 22nd at Tanis, 23rd at Leontopolis, and 24th at Sais. 6
Nevertheless, this ruler is commonly identified with Osorkon IV (730–715 BC) who ruled from
Tanis, though it is possible that the biblical writer has confused the king with his city and
equated So with Sais, at this time ruled by Tefnakht. 7

6 https://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/Periodicals/AUSS/1992-3/1992-3-02.pdf
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharaohs_in_the_Bible

