Amos 7 “A Plumbline”
A Plumbline
• Definition of plumb line
o a line (as of cord) that has at one end a weight (such as a plumb
bob) and is used especially to determine verticality
• A reference point for good and correct construction
• A starting point

• Why do walls fall down?
o Why does almost every Nation outside America have no
building inspections during construction?
• Why is it so hard to keep on the straight and narrow way?
• Why is it that everyone else seems to have an easier time?
• Is God just OCD? Does He expect everything to be perfect?
o Just give me a break sometimes!

An interesting thing happened on the way to buying a building for
church
“Everything To Build With!”

1st vision:
1 This is what my Lord Yahweh showed me,
and look, he is going to form locusts at the beginning of the sprouting of the
second crop,
and look, after the mowings of the king.
2 And then when they finished eating the vegetation of the land, I said,
“O Lord Yahweh, please forgive!
How can Jacob stand, because he is small?”
3 Yahweh relented concerning this.
“It will not be,” said Yahweh.

Locusts have stripped Israel of all of their crops!
• A locust swarm was one of the most dreaded plagues of the ancient East.

As a swarm made its ravenous way across the land, people despaired
because it was an enemy against whom they were helpless. When the
plague was past, suffering and death by famine followed. This misery was
intensified in Israel, for locusts were recognized as God’s instrument of
punishment for covenant violations (Deut. 28:38, 42; cf. Amos 4:9; Joel 1:1–
7). 1

4 kinds of Locust infestations are described in Joel:
Joel 1:1–7
1 The word of Yahweh that came to Joel, son of Pethuel.
2 Hear this, O elders, and give ear, all the inhabitants of the land.
Has this happened in your days?
Or the days of your ancestors?
3 Tell it to your children,
and your children to their children,
and their children to the following generation.
4 What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten.
What the swarming locust left, the hopping locust has eaten.
And what the hopping locust left,
the destroying locust has eaten.
5 Wake up, drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all drinkers of wine, over the new wine,
for it is cut off from your mouth.
6 Because a nation has invaded my land, strong and beyond counting.
Its teeth are the teeth of a lion,
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and its fangs are those of a lioness.
7 It has made my vine a desolation,
and my fig tree a completely splintered stump.
It has stripped them bare and thrown them down;
their branches have turned white.

And Amos yelled out:
“O Lord Yahweh, please forgive us!
How can Jacob (Israel) stand, because he is small?”
• So – the Lord relented of the Locusts devastation,
• AFTER they had destroyed all the crops of Israel.
2nd Vision:
4 This is what my Lord Yahweh showed me,
and look, my Lord Yahweh was going to call for a legal case with fire,
and it devoured the great deep
and it ate up the plots of ground.

• Fire devouring everything in it’s pathway
• Fire devouring even the sea!
5 Then Amos yelled,
“O Lord Yahweh, please stop!
How can Jacob stand, because he is small?”
6 Yahweh also relented concerning this.
“This also will not be,” said my Lord Yahweh.

• Amos has some kind of great influence on God.
o Just a simple shepherd and farmer
7 This is what He showed me:
Behold, my Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumbline,
and a plumbline was in His hand.

• A plumbline that we saw earlier to find direct vertical lines.
o Everything God builds is plumb – level and vertical
• He never makes a mistake in His calculations
• God always has His plumbline in His hand
A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon.
Psalm 127 Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.

Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.
2 It is in vain that you rise up early
and go late to rest,
eating the bread of anxious toil;
for he gives to his beloved sleep.
8 And Yahweh said to me,
“What do you see, Amos?”
And I said, “A plumbline.”
And my Lord said, “Look, I am going to set a plumbline in the midst of my
people, Israel.
I will not pass them by again.

What happens when people build things crooked, unlevel, and not
vertical?
• It falls apart
• It self-destructs
• Leaving you with:
o confusion & frustration,
o defeat and rejection,
o poverty & bondage.
Spurgeon: “God says, “I cannot use these stones in my building. This man
has been behaving himself admirably in some respects, and he thinks that
he is building up a temple to my honor and glory with his own natural
virtues, his own good works, and other things of a like character. But all this
must be dug out.” The man has taken a great deal of pains in putting it
together, but it must all come out, and there must be a great hole left;
the man: must feel himself emptied, and abased, and humbled in the
sight of God;
for, if God is to be everything to the man, then he himself must be nothing;
and if Christ is to be his Saviour, he must be a complete Saviour, from
beginning to end. So, the foundation of human merit must be cleared
right out, and flung away, for God could not build squarely upon it. With
such a foundation as that, the plumbline would never mark a
perpendicular wall. 2
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Psalm 127 Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.

Why is it so hard?
Matthew 7:13-14 NKJV
13 “Enter by the narrow gate;
for wide is the gate
and broad is the way that leads to destruction,
and there are many who go in by it.
14 Because narrow is the gate
and difficult is the way which leads to life,
and there are few who find it.
9 The high places of Isaac shall become desolate
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste.
And I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

• God must tear down everything man has built in his own glory
10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam the king of Israel, saying,
“Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel.
The land is not able to endure all of his words.
11 For this Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword and Israel will
certainly go into exile away from his land.’ ”
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee to the land of Judah and earn
food there and prophesy there!”
13 But do not prophesy again at Bethel, (don’t come back here!)
because this is a sanctuary of a king
and this is a temple of a kingdom.”

• You can tell the difference between a professional religious man
and a man sold out in relationship to Jesus.
o Religion always gets concerned when a man develops a
relationship with God apart from the Priest’s influence.
o Priests promote man’s religious laws
o God promotes freedom form man’s religious laws.
Matthew 23:3–15
1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples,
2 saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on the seat of Moses.

3 Therefore do and observe everything that they tell you, but do not do as
they do, for they tell others to do something and do not do it themselves.
4 And they tie up heavy burdens and put them on people’s shoulders, but
they themselves are not willing with their finger to move them.
5 And they do all their deeds in order to be seen by people,
for they make their phylacteries broad and make their tassels long.
6 And they love the place of honor at banquets
and the best seats in the synagogues
7 and the greetings in the marketplaces
and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by people.
8 But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ because one is your teacher, and
you are all brothers,
9 And do not call anyone your father on earth, for one is your heavenly
Father.
13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees—hypocrites!—because you shut
the kingdom of heaven before people! For you do not enter, nor permit
those wanting to go in to enter.
15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees—hypocrites!—because you travel
around the sea and the dry land to make one convert, and when he
becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you are!
33 Serpents! Offspring of vipers!
How will you escape from the condemnation to hell?

• Well, the people didn’t like what Amos was saying!
• Who would?
o What about our great investment in ourselves?
o What about all of our higher learning?
o What about the years spent achieving this amazing body?
14 And Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I am not a prophet and I am not
a son of a prophet, but I am a herdsman and I am one taking care of sycamore
trees.
15 And Yahweh took me from following behind the sheep and goats and
Yahweh said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel!

•
•
•
•

These aren’t my words!
I’m not a prophet, a seer, a fortune teller!
I’m just a simple shepherd with little or no religious education!
I’m just a guy that harvests fruit from Sycamore Trees.

16 And so then, hear the word of Yahweh!
You are saying, ‘You, Amos, must not prophesy against Israel
and you must not preach against the house of Isaac!’

• It’s always interesting to me when those the furthest from the
Lord believe they can speak for the Lord in their religious anger.
17 But here’s what the LORD God of all creation says to you!
‘Your wife will become a prostitute in the city
and your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword
and your land will be divided with a line,
and you will die in an unclean land
and Israel will surely go into exile from this land.’ ”

• The Assyrians would often force the women they capture to
become their Prostitutes in the cities they were found.
2 Kings 17:24
24 The king of Assyria brought from Babylonia, from Cush, from Arva,
from Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and he settled them in the cities of
Samaria in place of the Israelites, so they took possession of Samaria
and lived in her cities.

• Northern Israel would be mowed to the ground and the people
scattered all over the Mediterranean by the Assyrian armies.
o Men of fighting age would be killed or hamstrung.
o Babies dashed against the rocks
o Children abandoned or killed.
Had Amaziah responded differently, had he repented at Amos’ word, he might have
been spared (Amos 5:4–6, 14–15). But instead he chose to align with an earthly
monarch, to embrace the national mood of pride and security, and to assert his
authority against God’s messenger. So the Lord quietly withdrew the plumb line. He
would spare Amaziah no longer. 3
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