Amos 8 Summer Fruit
Amos’ 4th Vision:
1 My Lord Yahweh showed me this,
and there was a basket of summer fruit.

• I love summer fruit, who doesn’t?
o It’s heartbreaking to walk by an Apricot tree where all the
fruit has fallen to the ground and rotted.
o Where was the husbandman?
o Who owns this tree – how could they neglect the very
reason this tree exists?
Galatians 5:22–23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self control. Against such things there is no law.

• Is your Holy Spirit fruit just falling to the ground without being
enjoyed by others that walk by your life tree?
2 And he said, “What do you see, Amos?”
And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
And Yahweh said to me,
“The end has come upon my people Israel.
I will not pass by them again!”

• Ripe fruit = the end time is ripe!
o The basket of time has reached full ripeness!
▪ A pun or sound-play is used with the Hebrew words for “summer
fruit” (Kayits) and “end” (Kates).
The “end” has come for attempts to correct and for passing by.
All that is left now is death and destruction.
A similar wordplay is found in Jeremiah’s vision of the almond
rod (Jer. 1:11, 12 and note). 1
• 7019 [ קַ יִ ץqayits /kah·yits/] n m. From 6972; TWOT 2020a; GK 7811; 20
occurrences; AV translates as “summer” 11 times, and “summer fruit” nine
times.
1 summer, summer-fruit. 1A summer. 1B summer-fruit. 2
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• 7093 [ קֵ ץqets /kates/] n m. Contracted from 7112, an extremity; TWOT 2060a;
GK 7891; 67 occurrences; AV translates as “end” 52 times, “after” 10 times,
“border” three times, “infinite” once, and “process” once.
1 end. 1A end, at the end of (of time). 1B end (of space). 3

Jeremiah 1:11–12
11 And the word of Yahweh came to me, saying, “What are you seeing,
Jeremiah?” And I said, “I am seeing a branch of an almond tree.”
12 Then Yahweh said to me, “You did well to see, for I am watching over my
word to perform it.”
• God NEVER forgets His promises, His prophetic words for you.
• EVER!
o Hang in there! God will fulfill ALL his prophetic words for you!
3 “And the songs (singers) of the temple shall become wailings in that day,”
declares my Lord Yahweh.
“The corpses are numerous;
he throws them in every place. Be quiet!”
• By Metonymy of the Adjunct, “songs” are put for singers:
“And the singers of the temple shall howl in that day.” 4
o When God only hears wailings rather than praise and worship – He
says: “SHUT-UP!”
Amos 5:16–17
16 Therefore, thus says Yahweh, the God of hosts, my Lord, “In all of the
public squares there will be wailing, and in all of the streets they will say,
‘Alas, alas!’ They shall call the farmers to mourning and to wailing, to those
who are skilled in lamentation.
17 And in all of the vineyards there will be wailing, because I will pass in
your midst,” says Yahweh.
Jeremiah 16:4 “They will die by diseases, they will not be mourned, and
they will not be buried. They will be as dung on the face of the earth. And
they will perish by the sword and they will perish by the famine. And their
dead bodies will become food for the birds of the air, and for the wild
animals of the earth.”
4 Hear this, those who trample on the poor
and who annihilate the afflicted of the land,
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5 saying, “When will the new moon be over, so that we can sell grain?
And the Sabbath, so that we can open the grain bins,
that we can make the ephah small and make the shekel large,
and can practice deceit with a set of scales of deceit?
• The New Moon and Sabbath were days when all customary work was
forbidden (Lev. 23:3; Num. 28:18; 29:6; Hos. 2:11). 5
6 That we can buy the powerless with silver
and the poor for the sake of a pair of sandals,
and we can sell the waste of the grain?”
7 Yahweh has sworn by the pride of Jacob, (Israel’s great pride)
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds!
• God will not forget the misdeeds of the religious hypocrites, the Pharisees,
the Scribes, the fault-finders that wash the outside of the cup and inside is
the cup is death rotting away.
• But look what is most useful to us – it’s power, power over others.
o Exercising your power comes in many forms
▪ For some – buying influence through gifts and flattery
▪ For some – by belittling others publicly

• The very basis of the ego is the desire for control, for power over others
and outcomes. 6

o EGO – “Edging God out”
Abusive power and control (also controlling behavior and coercive control) is
commonly used by an abusive person to gain and maintain power and control over
another person in order to subject that victim to psychological, physical, sexual, or
financial abuse. The motivations of the abuser are varied and can include devaluation,
envy, personal gain, personal gratification, psychological projection, or just for the sake
of the enjoyment of exercising power and control.[1]
Controlling abusers use tactics to exert power and control over their victims. The tactics
themselves are psychologically and sometimes physically abusive. Control may be
exerted through economic abuse, limiting the victim, as they may not have the means to
resist or leave the abuse.[2] The goal of the abuser is to control, intimidate, and influence
the victim to feel they do not have an equal voice in the relationship.[3]
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Manipulators and abusers often control their victims with a range of tactics, including,
but not limited to, positive reinforcement (such as praise, superficial charm, flattery,
ingratiation, love bombing, smiling, gifts, attention), negative reinforcement (taking away
aversive tasks or items), intermittent or partial reinforcement, psychological punishment
(such as nagging, silent treatment, swearing, threats, intimidation, emotional blackmail,
guilt trips, inattention) and traumatic tactics (such as verbal abuse or explosive anger). 7
8 On account of this, will not the land tremble
and will not every living thing in it mourn?
And all of it will rise like the Nile
and it will be tossed about
and subside like the Nile of Egypt.
• A great earthquake is coming upon lost humanity!
o Jack Hayford, “E Quake” – “E Quake, the earth’s last and greatest
cataclysm is coming, according to the Book of Revelation, it’s
destruction will make all past earthquakes – even the most
devastating ones – seem like mere speed bumps. But Revelation is
not just a window into the future, it’s a handbook for today, an
instrument that should lead us to worship God more.” 8
9 And then in that day,” declares my Lord Yahweh,
“I will cause the sun to go down at noon
and I will darken the land on a day of light.
10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning
and all of your songs into lament,
and I will put sackcloth on all loins
and baldness on every head.
And I will make it like the mourning for an only child,
and its end like a bitter day.
• I will cause. This is supposed to refer to an eclipse; and Abp. Usher has
shown that about eleven years after Amos prophesied there were two
great eclipses of the sun, one at the feast of tabernacles, and the other
some time before the passover. 9
11 Look, the days are coming,” declares my Lord Yahweh,
“when I will send a famine in the land,
not a famine for bread and not a thirst for water,
Braiker, Harriet B. (2004). Who's Pulling Your Strings ? How to Break The Cycle of Manipulation. ISBN 0-07-144672-9.
Hayford, Dr. Jack W., E Quake, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, TN, © 1999 by Jack Hayford.
9 Jerome H. Smith, The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: The Most Complete Listing of Cross References Available
Anywhere- Every Verse, Every Theme, Every Important Word (Nashville TN: Thomas Nelson, 1992), 986.
7
8

4

but of hearing the words of Yahweh!
12 And they will wander from sea to sea
and from the north and to the east.
They will roam about to seek the word of Yahweh,
but they will not find it!
13 In that day the beautiful young women
and the young men will faint because of thirst.
• Not from a thirst for water or wine – a thirst for the WORD of God!
1 Samuel 3:1
1 Now the boy Samuel was serving Yahweh in the presence of Eli.
The word of Yahweh was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread.
Proverbs 29:18
18 When there is no prophecy, the people cast off restraint,
but as for he who guards instruction, happiness is his.
NLT v18
When people do not accept divine guidance, they run
wild. 10
Revelation 3:17 (Laodicea)
17 Because you are saying, “I am rich, and have become rich, and I have
need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and
pitiable and poor and blind and naked,

Barna Research: The latest cultural research has revealed a razor-thin 51%
majority of Americans believe in a biblical view of God – this is down from 73%
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thirty years ago. This research adds to the mounting evidence that Americans are both
redefining – and rejecting – God.
According to the latest release of findings from the American Worldview Inventory 2020
by Dr. George Barna, Director of Research for the Cultural Research Center, some of the
largest drops in belief in a biblical description of God in the past 30 years are among
those attending Pentecostal or charismatic Protestant churches (down 27 points). 11
Several polling results found that apply specifically to American evangelicals- a
term that is not loosely defined but rather must meet 9 different criteria- reveal:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

48% believe a person who is good enough or does enough good works can earn
eternal salvation
44% do not believe that history is the unfolding narrative of God’s reality
44% claim the Bible is ambiguous in its teaching about abortion
43% maintain that when Jesus was on earth, He sinned
42% seek moral guidance primarily from sources other than the Bible
42% do not identify and confess their sins on a daily basis
40% accept lying as morally acceptable if it advances personal interests or protect
one’s reputation
36% prefer socialism to capitalism
34% reject the idea of legitimate marriage as one man and one woman
34% argue that abortion is morally acceptable if it spares the mother from financial or
emotional discomfort or hardship. 12

Matthew 4:3–4
3 And the tempter approached and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, order that these stones become bread.”
4 But he answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man will not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes out of the mouth of God.’ ”
Psalm 42: For the music director. A maskil of the sons of Korah.
1
As a deer longs for streams of water,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
2
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 13
14 These are those who swear by the guilt of Samaria and say,
‘By the life of your gods, O Dan,’
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and
‘By the life of the way of Beersheba,’
they will fall
and they will not rise again.”

• People were rushing to the Temples of the Golden Calf
o One in northern Israel called Dan
o One in Samaria, Middle Israel, called Bethel.
• They had no interest in hearing, reading or studying the Word of
God.
Are you going through a “DRY” spell with God’s Word.
Reading other things besides the Bible
• Oswald Chambers
• Charles Spurgeon
• Harlequin Romances
Mark 4
• Jesus said the Word of God is like seed thrown in the soil of men’s hearts.
But the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the lust for
material things can choke its growth.
Come back to the Word
Jesus said: “You cannot live without it!”
• When you experience a famine in hearing the Word of the Lord, it’s His
loving signal that something is amiss. When Scripture is no longer vibrant or
important, when the impressions are no longer real or understandable,
when spiritual truths are meaningless to you, the Lord in His love says,
“That’s the first sign I’m giving you that something is wrong in your life. The
path you’re on will eventually destroy you.” 14
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