Colossians 3.18 “Time To Submit”
18 Wives, submit
to your own husbands,
as is fitting in the Lord.

3 important points here:
1. Who: “Wives”
2. What: “submit”
a. To whom: “your own husbands”
3. Why and How: “as is fitting in the Lord”

Subject: Wives – not all women
• Not all women commanded to submit to all men
• Wives submitted to their OWN Husbands, not all men who
are husbands.
What:
• Submit:
5293. ὑποτάσσω hupotássō; fut. hupotáxō from hupó (5259), and tássō (5021), to place
in order. To place under in an orderly fashion. 1
• The verb ὑποτασσομαι [hupotassomai] has a military air, common in the Koiné for such
obedience. 2
o Hupo – “under”
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o Tasso – “to be placed, in a rank of order”
Repeated elsewhere:
Ephesians 5:22

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Titus 2:4–5
4 that they admonish the young women
to love their husbands,
to love their children,
5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good,
obedient to their own husbands,
that the word of God may not be blasphemed.
1 Peter 3:1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands,
that even if some do not obey the word,
they, without a word,
may be won by the conduct of their wives,
• This always works better when first bathed in the filling of the Holy Spirit:
Ephesians 5:18–21
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation;
but be filled with the Spirit,
DISSIPATION — indulgent or wasteful living, especially excessive
drinking.
Drinking much wine leads to dissipation (Eph. 5:18).
A bishop should not be guilty of dissipation (Titus 1:6–7). 3
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.
22 Wives be submitted to your own husbands, as unto the Lord Jesus.
• It is important to note that it is wives and not women generally who are in
view (as also in 1 Cor. 14:34). 4
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o Women who were single, widowed, or divorced and of independent
means could evidently function as heads of their own households, as
in the case of Lydia (Acts 16:14–15), Phoebe, the first named
“deacon” in Christian history and patron of the church at
Cenchreae (Rom. 16:1–2), Chloe (1 Cor. 1:11), and presumably
Nympha in Colossae itself (see on 4:15). The concern here is primarily
for the household unit (Aletti, Épître aux Colossiens 251), with the
implication that for Christians, too, its good ordering was
fundamental to well-ordered human and social relationships. 5
Being Christ-like is all about Submission:
o 5:22-24 – Wife’s
o 5:25-33 – Husband’s
o 6:1-4 – Children’s
o 6:5-9 – Worker’s
• Submission – “The freedom to be creative under divinely appointed
authority.” – Bill Gothard, I.B.Y.C.
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I)
II)

Submission does not mean that the wife becomes a slave, it
does not mean inferiority to the husband
God ordained “chains of command”:
1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to know that the head of every man
is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

• Father-Son-Man-Woman-Children
• It teaches a need for order in the home
III) Scripture indicates that it is the responsibility of the wife to
make herself submissive
IV) Submission is to be a continual act
• Not performance based!

Romans 5:6-10
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man
someone would even dare to die.
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him.
10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

V)

• Football players who decide in the middle of a play to so
something else. – The whole family suffers!
Submission involves the wife’s attitudes as well as actions!
• Jesus was completely submitted to God!
John 4:34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him
who sent Me, and to finish His work.
Psalm 40:8 I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is
within my heart.”

VI) Submission is to be extensive – in everything!
• Church’s submission to Christ is in everything!
Colossians 3:18
in the Lord.

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting

VII) Wife’s Primary ministry is to her husband! Not her children.

Proverbs 31:10-31 Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. The heart of
her husband safely trusts her; So he will have no lack of gain. She does him good and not evil All
the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, And willingly works with her hands. She is like the
merchant ships, She brings her food from afar. She also rises while it is yet night, And provides
food for her household, And a portion for her maidservants. She considers a field and buys it;
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From her profits she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, And strengthens her arms.
She perceives that her merchandise is good, And her lamp does not go out by night. She
stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hand holds the spindle. She extends her hand to
the poor, Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of snow for her
household, For all her household is clothed with scarlet. She makes tapestry for herself; Her
clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the
elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies sashes for the
merchants. Strength and honor are her clothing; She shall rejoice in time to come. She opens
her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. She watches over the ways
of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her
blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: “Many daughters have done well, But you excel
them all.” Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the Lord, she shall
be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own works praise her in the gates.

Knowing these things does nothing! Doing them does everything!
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