Matthew 6.11. “No God, Big God, Small God”
The Big Idea:
• Is your God too small?
o He can’t handle this request, it’s too big
o I’ve asked for too many things recently.
• Is your God too big?
o Too busy to hear of your daily needs.
o I’m not worthy of His attention.
• What if your God is waiting to hear from you this morning about
what you might think are the most mundane things?
o He wants to hear of your smallest needs
o Waiting like a lover waits for His beloved to call Him?
Psalm 116:1–2 (ESV)
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for
mercy.
2 Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as
long as I live.

Matthew 6:11 (LEB)

Give us today our daily bread,

Literally: Please give us the bread necessary for existing this current day
• You have set the tone of your request through:
o Your relationship – Our Father
o Your proximity – Who resides in Heaven
o Your honor – Holy is Your Name
o Your hope – Thy Kingdom come
o Your expectation – Thy will be done
o Your understanding of His command – On earth as it is in
Heaven
o Your need – May I please have some bread sufficient for today?
Fun Fact:
• “daily” – a very unique word as used by Matthew and Luke
ἐπιούσιος, ον according to Origen, De Orat. 27, 7, coined by the evangelists.
1

① deriving it fr. ἐπὶ and οὐσία necessary for existence.
② a substantivizing of ἐπὶ τὴν οὖσαν sc. ἡμέραν for the current day, for today.
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It is also possible to understand ἐπιούσιος in Mt 6:11 as meaning ‘necessary for
existence’ or ‘that which is needed for each day’ or ‘that which is needed for
the following day’ or ‘… for the future.’ One reason for the difficulties involved in
determining the meaning of ἐπιούσιος is the fact that, as Origen stated, it may
very well have been coined by the Gospel writers. 2

The Greek Church Father, Chrysostom, explains the epioúsion árton
(740) as that bread which is needed for our daily support of life. It is
that bread which is needful to the ousía, substance, of our being,
that will sustain us. 3

God is all about BREAD:
• Manna from Heaven in the wilderness to sustain the Israelites (Ex
16.35). 4
• HOLY, Show bread in the Temple. (Lev 24.5-9)
• The House of bread – Bet-lechem –where Jesus was BORN
• Jesus is the LIVING bread – (John 6.51)
John 6:51 (LEB) I am the living bread that came down from
heaven. If anyone eats from this bread, he will live forever. And
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
John 6:58 (LEB) This is the bread that came down from heaven,
not as the fathers ate and died. The one who eats this bread will
live forever.”
Matthew 26:26 (LEB)
26 Now while they were eating Jesus took bread and, after
giving thanks, he broke it, and giving it to the disciples, he
said, “Take, eat, this is my body.”
•

BREAD (לֶחֶ ם, lechem; ἄρτος, artos). Food made from grain; sometimes used as a reference to the grain itself or
to food in general. In the Bible, the word “bread” often is used metaphorically to convey a variety of symbolic
meanings, especially spiritual nourishment.
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o

The Hebrew word ( מַ צָּ הmatstsah) refers to unleavened bread which could be prepared quickly if needed
(see Gen 19:3; 1 Sam 28:24).

Give us today . . .
• A Prayer for provision
• In the morning.
o Wouldn’t make sense to pray this at the end of the day
• Prayer for provision every morning.
o Wouldn’t make sense to pray this once and forget the other
days
• Prayer for provision to God – He is the real provider.
o Prayer for provision to a benevolent God, who loves us
greatly.
• Prayer for provision FROM God.
Starving people:
• A child dies of starvation in today’s world every 3 seconds
• A new report from the United Nations warns that the number of hungry
people worldwide increased for a third consecutive year in 2018, and
now exceeds 820 million. And some two billion people – over onequarter of the world’s population – lack regular access to safe,
nutritious, and sufficient food. 5
• 22% of children younger than five are ‘stunted’ – they are significantly
shorter than the average for their age, as a consequence of poor nutrition
or repeated infection.
• 9% of the world population – around 697 million people – are severely
food insecure.
• One-in-four people globally – 1.9 billion – are moderately or severely food
insecure.

Should we be doing more?
• YES – praying for the end of starvation worldwide
• Martin Luther (1530-32). “when we pray for bread we are
praying at the same time for everything necessary for the
preservation of this life, like food, a healthy body, good weather,
house, home, wife, children, good government, and peace—
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and that [God] may preserve us from all sorts of calamities,
sickness, pestilence, hard times, war, revolution, and the like.”
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Proverbs 30:8–9 (LEB)
8 Keep falsehood and a lying word far from me;
do not give me poverty or wealth;
provide me with food only for my need.
• Wealthy can be prideful in what they have – they don’t need
God to make their daily provision!
• Poor can be prideful in what they don’t have – denoting some
kind of holiness – their poverty makes them better than other
Christians.
9 Or else I will be satisfied and will deny him
and say “Who is Yahweh?”
Or I will be poor and will steal and profane the name of my God.
o Their “business sense” has enabled them to build greater
silos for their wealth.
o They so often fear the middle or lower class wanting their
money, their elite status.
Bruner: “Those of us who have never gone hungry learn here how
much we have to be grateful for.” 7
Spiritual Bread:
Matthew 4:4 (LEB) But he answered and said,
“It is written, ‘Man will not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes out of the mouth of God.’ ”
What’s more important to God?
• Starving from physical food?
• Starving from spiritual food?
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• Not many of us walk out of the house without some kind of
physical food in our bodies in the morning
• Many of us walk out of the house in the morning to school or
work with no spiritual food at all.
• Think about it – what kind of shape would you be in if you only
ate for about 1 ½ hours each Sunday morning?
o Of course, that would be if there wasn’t really anything else
to do on a Sunday morning. That’s how little importance
you place on eating something. Starving is how you like to
live!
• What about your children – it would be unlawful to only feed
them once a week at some place called Sunday School.

Luke gave us what to pray for concerning Spiritual food:
Luke 11:9–13 (LEB)
9 And I tell you,
ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find;
knock and it will be opened for you.
10 For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
11 But what father from among you,
if his son will ask for a fish, instead of a fish will give him a snake?
12 Or also, if he will ask for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13 Therefore if you, although you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children,

how much more will the Father from heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him?”
Matthew 6:25–33 (LEB)
25 “For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life,
what you will eat,
and not for your body, what you will wear.
Is your life not more than food and your body more than clothing?
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26 Consider the birds of the sky, that they do not sow or reap or gather produce
into barns, and your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than
they are?
27 And who among you, by being anxious,
is able to add one hour to his life span?
28 And why are you anxious about clothing?
Observe the lilies of the field, how they grow: they do not toil or spin,
29 but I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory was dressed like one of
these.
30 But if God dresses the grass of the field in this way, although it is here today
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not do so much more for you, you
of little faith?
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What will we eat?’ or
‘What will we drink?’ or
‘What will we wear?,’
32 for the pagans seek after all these things.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
33 But seek first his kingdom and righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.
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