Palm Sunday 2021

John 12:12–19

Nisan 10,

• https://youtu.be/IQ23ryYK8ac

Palm Sunday is in all 4 of the Gospels!
Matthew – 2/5ths devoted to the final week of Jesus’ life
Mark – 3/5ths - more than ½ of the Gospel devoted to the last week.
Luke – 1/3 devoted
John – half of this Gospel dedicated to the last week of Christ

3 Mandatory Feasts required of all Jews:
1. Passover
2. Pentecost
3. Feast of Booths
• The city of Jerusalem would fill to the brim on these Festival events that
would last up to 8 days.
12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast,
when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,
• They all knew that Jesus was in Bethany but being the “poor” side of town,
many did not.
John 12:1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany,
where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
John 12:9-11

9 When the word got out that Jesus was not far from Jerusalem, a large
crowd came out to see him, and they also wanted to see Lazarus, the
man Jesus had raised from the dead.
10 This prompted the chief priests to seal their plans to do away with both
Jesus and Lazarus,
11 for his miracle testimony was incontrovertible and was persuading
many of the Jews living in Jerusalem to believe in Jesus. 1
13 took the branches of palm trees (thus – “Palm Sunday”)
and went out to meet him,
and began crying out,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord,
even the king of Israel!”

• Palm Branches
o Palm branches from Jericho
! Consistently used for Military Victory Marches into
Jerusalem in Jesus day.
! BUT – if a military victory march – why riding on a lowly
Donkey?
o Palm Branches – that point to Sukkot
! His next triumphant entry?
! Indeed – a military victory march!
Zechariah 14:1–9
1 Look! A day is coming for Yahweh,
when your plunder will be divided in your midst.
2 I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle,
and the city will be captured,
and they will loot the houses,
and the women will be raped;
half of the city will go into exile,
but the remainder of the people will not be cut off from the
city.
3 Then Yahweh will go forth and fight against those nations,
like when he fights on a day of battle.
4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
which faces Jerusalem on the east;
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and the Mount of Olives will be split in half, from east to west, by
a very great valley;
and half of the mountain will withdraw toward the north,
and the other half toward the south.
5 And you will flee by the valley of my mountains,
because the valley of the mountains will reach to Azal,
and you will flee like you fled from the earthquake in the days
of King Uzziah of Judah.
And Yahweh my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.
6 And then on that day there will not be light,
the precious things will congeal.
7 There shall be continuous day—it is known to Yahweh—not
day and not night;
and at evening time there will be light.
8 And then on that day,
living waters will flow out from Jerusalem,
half of them to the eastern sea,
and the other half to the western sea;
it will happen both in the summer and in the winter.
9 And Yahweh will be king over all the earth;
on that day Yahweh will be one and his name one.
Revelation 19:11–16
11 And I saw heaven opened,
and behold, a white horse,
and the one seated on it was called “Faithful” and “True,”
and with justice he judges and makes war.
12 Now his eyes were a flame of fire,
and on his head were many royal headbands
having a name written that no one except he himself knows.
13 And he was dressed in an outer garment dipped in blood,
and his name is called the Word of God.
14 And the armies that are in heaven,
dressed in clean, white fine linen, were following him on white
horses.
15 And out of his mouth came a sharp sword,
so that with it he could strike the nations.
And he will shepherd them with an iron rod,

and he stomps the winepress of the wine of the furious wrath of
God,
the All-Powerful.
16 And he has a name written on his outer garment and on his
thigh:
“King of kings and Lord of lords.”
Revelation 19:19–21
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies assembled to make war with the one who is seated on
the horse and with his army.
20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet
who performed the signs before him, by which he deceived
those who received the mark of the beast and those who had
worshiped his image. The two were thrown alive into the lake of
fire that burns with sulphur.
21 And the rest were killed by the sword of the one who is
seated on the horse—the sword that comes out of his mouth—
and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.

• “Hoshia-Na!” – Hebrew: Save Now!
o HOSANNA—Save now! or Save, we beseech, (Matt. 21:9). This was a

customary form of acclamation at the feast of Tabernacles. (Comp. Ps.
118:25.). 2
Psalm 118:25–29
25 O Yahweh, please save (Hosanna!);
O Yahweh, please grant success.
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of Yahweh.
We bless you from the house of Yahweh.
27 Yahweh is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you.
You are my God; I will exalt you.
29 Give thanks to Yahweh for he is good, for his loyal love is forever.

• This Psalm, according to Perowne, was composed originally for
the first celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) after the
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completion of the sacred temple. The words of the twenty-fifth
verse were sung during that feast, when the altar of burntoffering was solemnly compassed; that is, once on each of the
first six days of the feast, and seven times on the seventh day.
This seventh day was called " the Great Hosanna," and not only
the prayers for the feast, but even the branches of trees,
including the myrtles which were attached to the palm branch,
were called " Hosannas."
14 So Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15 Then Jesus said - “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion!

Behold, your king is coming, seated on the foal of a donkey!”
Zechariah 9:9
9 Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Look! Your king comes to you;
he is righteous and victorious,
humble and riding on a donkey,
and on a male donkey,
the foal of a female donkey!
• Humble – 6041 [ ָﬠ ִניʿaniy /aw·nee/] adj. From 6031; TWOT 1652d; GK 6714;
80 occurrences; AV translates as “poor” 58 times, “afflicted” 15 times,
“lowly” once, “man” once, and “variant” three times.
1 poor, afflicted, humble, wretched.
1A poor, needy.
1B poor and weak.
1C poor, weak, afflicted, wretched.
1D humble, lowly. 3
Bethany – where Mary and Martha lived, where Lazarus was raised from the
dead.

• “Beit” – house
• “Ani” – poor
o A “poor house” on the outskirts of Jerusalem
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! 963. Βηθανία Bēthanía; gen. Bēthanías, fem. proper noun transliterated
from the Hebr. bayith (1004), house and ʿanīyyāh (6041), depressed.
Bethany, house of depression or misery. A village on the eastern slope of
Mt. Olivet about one and one half to two miles east of Jerusalem (Luke
19:29; 24:50; John 11:1, 18) toward Jericho. It was the hometown of
Lazarus, Mary, and Martha where Jesus often stayed (Matt. 21:17; Mark
11:1, 11, 12) and where Lazarus was raised from the dead (John 11:18);
also the home of Simon the leper (Matt. 26:6; Mark 14:3; John 12:1). Today
a small hamlet inhabited by Muslim Arabs, Bethany is called in Arabic ElAzariyeh, “a place of Lazarus.” 4
o Here’s the King of Israel staying where only the helpless and poor
would stay
o Here’s the Creator of the Universe – once again being worshipped as
King in the humblest, the poorest of situations.
! From Manger as King – to poor house as King – he knows
no special treatment.

• He’s not declaring His right to wealth and easy
living!
Wiersbe: “I imagine that some of the Roman soldiers must have smiled at
the “Triumphal Entry,” because it was nothing like their own “Roman
triumph” celebrations in the city of Rome.
Whenever a Roman general was victorious on foreign soil, killing at least
5,000 of the enemy, and gaining new territory, he was given a “Roman
triumph” when he returned to the city. It was the Roman equivalent of the
American “ticker-tape parade,” only with much more splendor. The victor
would be permitted to display the trophies he had won and the enemy
leaders he had captured. The parade ended at the arena where some of
the captives entertained the people by fighting wild beasts. Compared to
a “Roman triumph,” our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem was nothing.” 5
16 (His disciples did not understand these things at first,
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had
been written about him and they did these things to him.)

• What did John remember when he saw Jesus on Patmos?
o What came to John’s memory?
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! Was it that the sweet Servant of all, who once was
among the poorest of humanity, lowly, riding on a
Donkey? Is now the Great, glorious ALMIGHTY GOD OF
ALL THAT EXISTS AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN!
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and took up residence among us,

and we saw his glory, glory as of the one and only from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
Revelation 1:5–8
5 . . . Jesus Christ the faithful witness,
the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To the one who loves us and released us from our sins by his blood
6 and made us a kingdom,
priests to his God and Father
— to Him be the glory and the power forever and ever.
Amen.
7 Behold, He is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see Him,
even every one who pierced Him,
and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.
Yes, amen.
8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God,
the one who is
and the one who was
and the one who is coming,

the All-Powerful.
• 3841. παντοκράτωρ pantokrátōr; gen. pantokrátoros, masc. noun
from pás (3956), all, every,
and krátos (2904), power, strength, dominion.

Ruler over all, omnipotent, almighty, spoken only of God (2 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,
14; 19:6, 15; 21:22; Sept.: 2 Sam. 5:10; 7:25, 27; Job 5:17; 8:5). 6

17 So the crowd who was with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead were continuing to testify.
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• So, for an afternoon on Nisan 10, Jerusalem knew they were in
the Presence of the Lord God Almighty, the Messiah of Israel, He
was He who could call the dead back to life!
o Daniel prophesied of this very day – and for just a moment,
some got it. (Daniel 9:20-27).
18 Because of this also the crowd went to meet him,
for they had heard that he had performed this sign.

• “the crowd” – literally, the common people
o The “common people” meeting the “common man.”
• “Went and met him” (ὑπηντησεν αὐτῳ [hupēntēsen autōi]).
First aorist active indicative of ὑπανταω [hupantaō], old compound verb
(ὑπο, ἀνταω [hupo, antaō]) to go to meet, with associative instrumental
case αὐτῳ [autōi]. 7
19 So the Pharisees said to one another,
“You see that you are accomplishing nothing!

Behold, the world has gone after him.”
• Will you go after Him?
• Will you follow this common man?
• Tempted in ALL things and yet without sin?
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