Palm Sunday 2022
Passover – one of three most solemn feasts of Israel
1. Pesach – Passover
a. Ceremonial year begins with Passover
b. Civil year begins with Rosh Hashana
2. Shavuot – Pentecost
3. Sukkot, Feast of Booths

https://youtu.be/lTmbTuutBgg

Jesus began his public ministry in the 15 th year of Tiberius Caesar =
August 19th, 28 AD (Luke 3:1-2)
• 4 Passovers
• Jesus had been attending Passovers since he returned with His
parents from Egypt.
Zechariah 14:4 (LEB)
4 On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
which faces Jerusalem on the east;
and the Mount of Olives will be split in half,
from east to west, by a very great valley;
and half of the mountain will withdraw toward the north,
and the other half toward the south.
• Jewish messianic faith connected the Mount of Olives with the coming of
the Messiah (cf. Josephus, Ant. 20.169; J.W. 2.261–62). 1
John 12:12–18 (LEB)
12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast,
when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,
13 took the branches of palm trees
and went out to meet him,
and began crying out,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord,
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even the king of Israel!”
• Palm branches
o From Jericho
o Consistently used for Military victories
▪ If a Military Victory – why riding on a “lowly” donkey?
• White Horse
▪ Military leaders would surely make fun of this

British Forces take Jerusalem - WWI
The British commander in Palestine was General Sir Edmund Allenby, a 56-yearold cavalry officer who had seen service in South Africa and on the Western
Front. 6’2” tall and powerfully built, he was nicknamed “the Bull” and his
subordinates believed the only emotion he could express was volcanic rage.
The Turkish Ottoman Empire had control of Jerusalem. The British were planning
on taking over. In preparation and defense of this invasion the Turks planned to
seal up all the gates to the city and blast open the Eastern gate in order to
create a fortified, secret supply line entrance that would come down into
Jerusalem from the Kidron valley and up through the Eastern Gate. In order to
create this supply line, they would have to blow open the sealed Eastern Gate
and break an ancient biblical prophecy.
Ezekiel 44:1–2 (LEB)
1 And he brought me back by the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary
that is facing east, and it was shut.
2 And Yahweh said to me,
“This gate will be shut. It shall not be opened, and no one will go through
it, for Yahweh, the God of Israel, has entered it, and it will be shut.
2

When the planes went up, a cloud covering hid them so that they were not
seen, only their sound was heard. Fliers were dropped that said, ‘surrender
immediately, you don’t have a prayer.’ and were signed by Allenby. What the
General did not know was that the Turks believed in an old prophesy that they
would never lose the Holy City until “a man of Allah came to deliver it”.
According to reports, the signature of Allenby on the paper dropped from the
sky was interpreted by them to mean the word ‘Allah’ in Arabic meaning ‘God’
and ‘beh’ in Arabic that means ‘son’. The Turks were looking at a demand to
surrender signed by Allah-beh, the son of God. In response, they hoisted a
white flag and surrendered the city without firing a single shot.
After the Turks surrender, General Allenby mounted off of his white horse as he
entered Jerusalem through the Jaffa Gate because he knew from the bible
that only the Messiah will enter the city on a white horse. 2
Revelation 19:11–16 (LEB)
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and the one
seated on it was called “Faithful” and “True,” and with justice he judges
and makes war.
12 Now his eyes were a flame of fire, and on his head were many royal
headbands having a name written that no one except he himself knows.
13 And he was dressed in an outer garment dipped in blood, and his
name is called the Word of God.
14 And the armies that are in heaven,
dressed in clean, white fine linen, were following him on white horses.
15 And out of his mouth came a sharp sword,
so that with it he could strike the nations.
And he will shepherd them with an iron rod,
and he stomps the winepress of the wine of the furious wrath of God,
the All-Powerful.
16 And he has a name written on his outer garment and on his thigh:
“King of kings and Lord of lords.”
14 So Jesus found a young, lowly, donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
• “lowly”, praus (prah-ooce); Strong’s #4235 and #4239: A humility that is
considerate, unassuming, gentle, mild, meek. The Zealots were looking for
a warlike Messiah who would use force. Jesus showed a greater power
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than armed might, the power of humble wisdom and penetrating love.
Meekness is not weakness, but power under perfect control. 3

A rabbinic saying had it that if Israel was worthy, the Son of Man
would come to her on the clouds of heaven, but that if she were
unworthy, riding on an ass. 4
15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion!
Behold, your king is coming, seated on the foal of a donkey!”

• The Almighty God, the creator of the universe, at His most human
level.
• An amalgamation of Isa 62 and Zech 9:
Isaiah 62:11 (LEB)
11 Look! Yahweh has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
“Look, your salvation is coming!
Look, his reward is with Him,
and his reward before Him.
Zechariah 9:9 (LEB)
9 Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Look! Your king comes to you;

He is righteous, vindicated, and victorious, endowed with
salvation,
humble and riding on a donkey,
and on a male donkey,
the foal of a female donkey!
Martin Luther: “This Gospel wants to entice us to faith, above all else.
But no one can accept this gracious Christ unless he believes that he is a
Man and adopts the opinion of him that the evangelist gives.
He is presented as sheer grace, humility, and goodness, and whoever
believes that of him is blessed.
Look at him! He rides no stallion, which is a war animal, and he comes not
with fearful pomp and power, but sits on a donkey, which is no war animal
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but which is ready for burdens of work that will help human beings.
Thereby he shows that he does not come to terrify people, to drive or
oppress them, but to help them, to carry their burdens and take them on
himself.” In any case, Matthew either finds or shapes this event to say that
Jesus goes public as this kind of Christ. (in Friedrich, AdR, 99–100) 5
Martin Luther saw in Jesus’ coming this way, the difference between the
law and the gospel:
at Mount Sinai the Lord’s coming was fearful and threatening, like the law
(Exod 19–20);
at the Mount of Olives the Lord’s coming was comforting, forgiving, and
singing, like the gospel (Serm. on Matt 21:1ff., W2, 12:1932–37). 6
16 (His disciples did not understand these things at first,
but when Jesus was glorified,
then they remembered that these things had been written about him
and they did these things to him.)
• And so Matthew reports that none of the Disciples, including him,
understood what was really happening.
o Not until Resurrection Sunday did they finally realize what Palm
Sunday was all about.
• Could this be why Matthew left out this phrase from his quote of Zech 9:9?

He is righteous, vindicated, and victorious, endowed with
salvation, 7
Have I forgotten this great truth?
• Have I left this truth out of my Gospel Story?
17 So the crowd that was with Him
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead

were continuing to testify.

18 Because of this also the crowd went to meet him,
for they had heard that he had performed this sign.
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