Matthew 6.9
“May Your Name be treated as Holy!”
Three important practices of the church:
1. Giving
2. Praying
a. He has taught how NOT to pray
b. Now He teaches us to PRAY
c. Then He teaches us how to pray
d. What to pray for
3. Fasting
W S Bowden said about this holy occupation...
• “Prayer is weakness leaning on omnipotence.”
The Lord’s Prayer?
• Should this be a special formula for even unbelievers to pray?
o Does the prayer have a special grace in, and of, itself?
Spurgeon: “Jesus Christ taught it not to all men, but to His disciples,
and it is a prayer adapted only to those who are the possessors of
grace, and are truly converted. In the lips of an ungodly man it is
entirely out of place. Does not one say, “Ye are of your father the
devil, for his works you do?” Why, then, should you mock God by
saying, “Our Father which are in heaven.” For how can he be your
Father? Have you two Fathers? And if He be a Father, where is His
honour? Where is His love? You neither honour nor love Him, and yet
you presumptuously and blasphemously approach Him, and say,
“Our Father,” when your heart is attached still to sin, and your life is
opposed to His law, and you therefore prove yourself to be an heir of
wrath, and not a child of grace! 1

Only other Gospel this prayer is in – Luke
• TEACH US TO PRAY:
Luke 11:1–4 (LEB)
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1 And it happened that while he was in a certain place praying, when he
stopped a certain one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John also taught his disciples.”
2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say,
“Father,
may your name be treated as holy.
May your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And do not lead us into temptation.”
• Note two symmetrical parts or “Tables.” The First Table has three petitions
with the word “your”; the Second Table has three petitions with the word
“our” or “us.” 2

Jesus goes on (in Luke account) to teach them HOW to pray:
Luke 11:5–13 (LEB)
5 And he said to them, “Who of you will have a friend, and will go to him
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 because a
friend of mine has come to me on a journey, and I do not have anything
to set before him.’ 7 And that one will answer from inside and say, ‘Do not
cause me trouble! The door has already been shut and my children are
with me in bed! I am not able to get up to give you anything.’ 8 I tell you,
even if he does not give him anything after he gets up because he is his
friend, at any rate because of his impudence he will get up and give him
whatever he needs.
9 And I tell you, ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and it will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened.
11 But what father from among you, if his son will ask for a fish, instead of a
fish will give him a snake?
12 Or also, if he will ask for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
NOW – what to pray for:
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13 Therefore if you, although you are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the Father from heaven give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him?”
Matthew 6.9
Therefore you pray in this way:
“Our Father who is in heaven,

may your Name be honored as Holy. 3
• Bruner: When believers pray “Hallowed be your name,” they are asking
God to be set above us as high and holy, central and important, and so
to be God to us and to his people and to his world. 4
o We are to make His NAME our holiest thought.
▪ JESUS – there’s something about that NAME
Leviticus 10:3 (NASB 2020)
3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what the LORD spoke, saying, ‘By those who
come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be
honored.’ ” So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.
• 88.27 ἁγιάζωc: to feel reverence for or to honor as holy—‘to hallow, to
regard as holy, to honor as holy.’ ἁγιασθήτω τὸ ὄνομά σου ‘hallowed be
your name’ or ‘may your name be honored as holy’ Mt 6:9. In a number of
languages it is impossible to employ an expression such as ‘your name’ as
a reference for God himself. Therefore, it may be necessary to translate
this expression in Mt 6:9 as ‘may you be reverenced as holy’ or even ‘may
you be acknowledged as God.’ 5
• “Hallowed be” establishes the principle of prayer on the precept
of worship. 6
o Creatures, bound in heaven for their entire existence, revere

the NAME of God as HOLY above all other things in Heaven.
▪ They never tire of worshipping our Jesus to be HOLY!
Rev 4:8 And the four living creatures,
each one of them having six wings,
are full of eyes around and within;
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and day and night they do not cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty,
who was and who is and who is to come.” 7
• Jesus here probably adapts an early form of what became a basic

synagogue prayer, the Kaddish* (Vermes 1984:43; Davies and Allison
1988:595), which began something like this (Jeremias 1964:98):

“Exalted and hallowed be his great name
in the world which he created according to His will.
May He let his kingdom rule” …8

Moses wanted to see the HOLY glory of Jesus:
Exodus 33:18–23 (NASB 2020)
18 Then Moses said, “Please, show me Your glory!”
19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will
proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will
be gracious, and will show compassion to whom I will show compassion.”
20 He further said, “You cannot see My face, for mankind shall not see Me and
live!”
21 Then the LORD said,
“Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock;
22 and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the
cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.
23 Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back,
but My face shall not be seen.”

• Craig Keener: “This is a prayer for the desperate, who recognize
that this world is not as it should be and that only God can set
things straight—for the broken to whom Jesus promises the
blessings of the kingdom” (5:3–12). 9
The NAME of GOD:
Exodus 20:7 (NASB 2020)
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain,
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for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.
Hashem: “the Name”
• 8034 [ שֵׁ םshem /shame/] n m. A primitive word [perhaps rather from 7760 through the
idea of definite and conspicuous position; TWOT 2405; GK 9005; 864 occurrences; AV
translates as “name” 832 times, “renown” seven times, “fame” four times, “famous”
three times, “named” three times, “named + 7121” twice, “famous + 7121” once,
“infamous + 2931” once, “report” once, and translated miscellaneously 10 times. 1
name. 1A name. 1B reputation, fame, glory. 1C the Name (as designation of God). 1D
memorial, monument. 10
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• Hallowed be thy name (ἁγιασθητω το ὀνομα σου [hagiasthētō to onoma
sou]). In the Greek the verb comes first as in the petitions in verse 10. They
are all aorist imperatives, punctiliar action expressing urgency. 11
• Spurgeon: “May his name be treated reverently and may all that is
about him—his Word and his gospel—be regarded with the deepest awe!
It is for us so to walk before the Lord in all lowliness, that all shall see that
we reverence the character of the thrice-holy One. Then can we truly
pray, “Hallowed be thy name” when we hallow it ourselves.” 12
Psalm 100:4–5 (LEB)
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him;
bless his name.
5 For Yahweh is good;
his loyal love is forever,
and his faithfulness is from generation to generation.
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