“Gifts of Knowledge, Wisdom and Discernment” (Part 4 of 16)
1 Cor 12:7-8, 10b

1 Corinthians 12:7-8, 10b
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word
of knowledge through the same Spirit,
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same
Spirit,
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues.
1 Corinthians 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things,
distributing to each one individually as He wills.
1. to each one
2. individually
3. as He wills
• Wisdom and Knowledge – such essential needs in these last days!

Proverbs 2:1-12 My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within
you,
2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding;
3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding,
4 If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures;
5 Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find the knowledge of God.
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;
7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly;
8 He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints.
9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path.
10 When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul,
11 Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you,
12 To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse things,

Wisdom:
Proverbs 4:5-9
Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my
mouth.
6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you.
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get
understanding.
8 Exalt her, and she will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her.
9 She will place on your head an ornament of grace; A crown of glory she will deliver
to you.”
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The gift of wisdom is the special ability that God gives to certain members of
the Body of Christ to know the mind of the Holy Spirit in such a way as to
receive insight into how given knowledge may best be applied to specific
needs arising in the Body of Christ.
“The Word of Wisdom is therefore the supernatural revelation, by the Spirit, of
Divine purpose; the supernatural unfolding of His plans and purposes
concerning things, places, people, individuals, communities, nations.” 1
• It as been called “holy quick-wittedness.”
• Being able to apply Scriptural maturity and understanding to a given
predicament or situation.
• A revelation of Scriptural application.

Usually exhibits itself in these ways:
Knows how to get to the heart of a problem quickly.
Has a practical mind.
Known as a problem solver. (As opposed to a problem maker)
Shorter attention span; Doesn’t enjoy long hours of digging up new
facts, or days of research.
• Typically wants to make a decision based on already known facts and
feelings.
• Is generally regarded as a person that makes wise decisions in difficult
situations, or under pressure.
• Can be trusted to understand the proper, practical application of
Scripture in life.
•
•
•
•

Keep in mind: each of these gifts can be exhibited, on occasion, by
any believer:
James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to
all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
Matthew 10:18-20 You will be brought before governors and kings for My
sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.
19 But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you
should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should
speak;
1

Harold Horton, The Gifts of the Spirit (Bedfordshire: Redemption Tidings Bookroom, 1946), p. 123
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20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in
you.

Consistent Scriptural application and understanding notes the person
with the gift of the Word of Wisdom.

Word of Knowledge:
• The gift of the Word of Knowledge refers to the God-given ability to
know facts about a person, a situation, or a spiritual truth, that could
not have been known by human means.
• Frequently pointed out that the Greek term for this gift is two words,
sometimes translated: “word of knowledge.”
o Speaking “Knowledge”
• Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

John 1:43-51
43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow Me.”
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the
law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip
said to him, “Come and see.”
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no deceit!”
48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him,
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!”
50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.”
51 And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
o “Thou art King of Israel” (Βασιλευς ει του Ισραηλ [Basileus ei tou Israel]). To us this
seems an anti-climax, but not so to Nathanael for both are Messianic titles in
Psalm 2 and Jesus is greeted in the Triumphal Entry as the King of Israel (John
12:13). (RWP)

• Jesus and the woman at the well:
John 4:16-18
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16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You
have well said, ‘I have no husband,’
18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your
husband; in that you spoke truly.”

• Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi:

Matthew 16:16-17
16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

Usually exhibits itself in these ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A quick learner
Picks up concepts and difficult issues quickly.
Long attention span – loves research and digging deeper into subjects.
Able to absorb and retain mass amounts of information.
Often found in the academic world.
Not typically a “people person”
More comfortable with ideas than with individuals.

Gift of Discerning of Spirits:
“discerning” : διάκ ρισις [diakrisis /dee·ak·ree·sis/] n f. From 1252; GK 1360;
Three occurrences; AV translates as “discerning” once, “discern” once, and
“disputation” once.
1 a distinguishing, discerning, judging. (E Strong’s Lexicon)
o “The special ability God gives to some members of the body of Christ
which enables them to know with assurance whether behavior purported
to be of God is in reality divine, fleshly (human), or satanic.” (C.Peter
Wagner, Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church To Grow, pg 102)

1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out
into the world.
2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is of God,
3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have
heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
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• “Most people have minds like concrete: mixed up and
permanently set.”
• Peter and his discernment:
Acts 5:3-5 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie
to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?
4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not
in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart?
You have not lied to men but to God.”
5 Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So
great fear came upon all those who heard these things.
• Divine discernment
• Self-styled heresy-hunters
o Spiritual gift of criticism and fault-finding
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