“Gifts of Tongues” 1 Cor. 12:10, 28 (Part 8 of 16)
1 Corinthians 12:10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues.
1 Corinthians 12:28-30 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, varieties of tongues.
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
Mark 16:17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast
out demons; they will speak with new tongues;

Gift of Tongues:
• Last on the list in 1 Cor 12:28
o Appears to reflect an order of priorities.
§ Tongues being last – but at least it’s considered a priority!
o Prophesied by Isaiah:

Isaiah 28:11-13
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this
people,
12 To whom He said, “This is the rest with which You may cause the weary
to rest,” And, “This is the refreshing”; Yet they would not hear.
13 But the word of the LORD was to them, “Precept upon precept, precept upon
precept, Line upon line, line upon line, Here a little, there a little,” That they might
go and fall backward, and be broken And snared and caught.

§ As used by Paul:
1 Corinthians 14:21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues
and other lips I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, they will
not hear Me,” says the Lord.

• “The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of
Christ to speak to God in a language they have never learned or known
before, either publicly or privately.” (C.Peter Wagner, Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church To Grow, pg 233)

Tongues as a gift basically takes 2 language forms:
1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

1. Human tongues:
• Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were
confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language.
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2. Angelic Tongues:
1 Corinthians 14:2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but
to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks
mysteries.
Romans 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do
not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

Tongues has 3 purposes in the believer:
1. Tongues assists your prayer life.
Ø Paul prayed and sang in the Spirit
1 Corinthians 14:14-15 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my
understanding is unfruitful.
15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray
with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the
understanding.

Ø Paul said tongues is a good way to praise the Lord
privately
1 Corinthians 14:17

For you indeed give thanks well,

Ø Paul said the Spirit helps us pray when we don’t know
what to pray

Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

2. Tongues assists your devotional life.
3. Tongues assists in edifying you and the church.
1 Corinthians 14:4
edifies the church.

He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies

o The only Spiritual gift that edifies you personally and individually.

Tongues also take 2 forms of expression:
1. Private
• To God
• To himself/herself
• Typically quiet enough as not to be a distraction, or confusing to others.
• Expressed through:
o Prayer in the Spirit
o Singing in the Spirit
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1 Corinthians 14:28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in
church, and let him speak to himself and to God.
2. Public
• Together with interpretation has the same edifying ability as the gift of
prophecy.
1 Corinthians 14:5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even
more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he
who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the
church may receive edification.
1 Corinthians 14:39-40 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do
not forbid to speak with tongues.
40 Let all things be done decently and in order.
1 Corinthians 14:26-28 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together,
each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn,
and let one interpret.
28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to
himself and to God.
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