Vision 2021
2021 will be a year of the good and the bad for the church
• Good for the church of Philadelphia
Revelation 3:7–13
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says
He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who
opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:
8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no
one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and
have not denied My name.
9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are
Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship
before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.
10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you
from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those
who dwell on the earth.
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one
may take your crown.
12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and
the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down
out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’
• Bad for the church of Laodicea
Revelation 3:14–22
14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things
says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation
of God:
15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot.
I could wish you were cold or hot.
16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
vomit you out of My mouth.
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of
nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind,
and naked—
18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be
rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of

your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye
salve, that you may see.
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and
repent.
20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.” ’ ”
2 Thessalonians 2:1–12
1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
gathering together to Him, we ask you,
2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by
letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,
4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he
is God.
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?
6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own
time.
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will
do so until He is taken out of the way.
8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with
the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.
9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all
power, signs, and lying wonders,
10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they
did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should
believe the lie,
12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.
13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved
by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,

14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were
taught, whether by word or our epistle.
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has
loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,
17 comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work.
1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be
glorified, just as it is with you,
• “gathering together to Him” 15.126 ἐπισυνάγω; ἐπισυναγωγήa, ῆς f: to cause to
come together to, toward, or at a particular location—‘to cause to come together, to
gather together.’1
1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:1
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest
you sorrow as others who have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Jeremiah 1:1–10
1 The words of Jeremiah,
the son of Hilkiah,
among the priests who were in Anathoth,
in the land of Benjamin,
2 to whom the word of Yahweh came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon,
the king of Judah,
in the thirteenth year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah,
the king of Judah,
until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah,
the king of Judah,
until the exile of Jerusalem in the fifth month.
4 And the word of Yahweh came to me, saying,
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5 “Before I formed you in the womb
I knew you,
and before you came out from the womb
I consecrated you;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

4 Actions of God:
1.
2.
3.
4.

He knew Jeremiah. (yada – to know by experience)
He formed Jeremiah
He consecrated Jeremiah
He appointed Jeremiah

• 3045 דָּ עָּה, [ יָּדַ עyadaʿ /yaw·dah/] v. A primitive root; TWOT 848; GK 1977 and 3359; 947 occurrences;
AV translates as “know” 645 times, “known” 105 times, “knowledge” 19 times, “perceive” 18 times,
“shew” 17 times, “tell” eight times, “wist” seven times, “understand” seven times, “certainly” seven
times, “acknowledge” six times, “acquaintance” six times, “consider” six times, “declare” six times,
“teach” five times, and translated miscellaneously 85 times. 1 to know. 1A (Qal). 1A1 to know. 1A1A to
know, learn to know. 1A1B to perceive. 1A1C to perceive and see, find out and discern. 1A1D to
discriminate, distinguish. 1A1E to know by experience. 2

6 Then I said,
“Ah, Lord Yahweh!
Look, I do not know how to speak,
for I am a youth.”
7 But Yahweh said to me,
“You must not say,
‘I am a youth,’
for to whomever I send you, you will go,
and whatever I command you, you will speak.

• Had God made a mistake in choosing Jeremiah?
• Does God ever repent of His giftings and His callings?
Romans 11:29
29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
2 Timothy 1:6
6 for which reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is in you
through the laying on of my hands.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,”
2

James Strong, Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon (Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1995).

declares Yahweh.
• Paul was greatly concerned about his ability to preach the Word:
2 Timothy 4:17–18
17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message
might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear.
Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.
18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for
His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!
9 Then Yahweh stretched out his hand
and He touched my mouth,
and Yahweh said to me,
“Look, I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, I appoint you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
and to destroy and to tear down,
to build and to plant.”

• This is my prayer today:
• “LORD, stretch our Your hand today and touch our mouths!
Boldness with signs and wonders:
Acts 4:18–31
18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus.
19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in
the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.
20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding
no way of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified
God for what had been done.
22 For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing
had been performed.
23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all
that the chief priests and elders had said to them.
24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one
accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and
the sea, and all that is in them,
25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the
nations rage, And the people plot vain things?

26 The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered
together Against the LORD and against His Christ.’
27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were
gathered together
28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be
done.

29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants
that with all boldness they may speak Your word,
30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and
wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant
Jesus.”

31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
spoke the word of God with boldness.

We have returned to the days of Noah:
Matthew 24:36–45
36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but
My Father only.
37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will
the coming of the Son of Man be.
Genesis 6:5–6
5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He
was grieved in His heart.
40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.
42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief
would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken
into.
44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.

45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his
household, to give them food in due season?

It’s starting to rain friends!
I feel the raindrops saints!

1 Peter 4:7-11 “Power, Not Just Talk!”
7 But the end of all things is at hand;
therefore be serious
and watchful in your prayers.
• It is interesting how many times good conduct is associated with the
faithful in the “end times.”
• Distinguishing attribute of the church today? Hardly!
2 Timothy 3:1-7 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will
come:
2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers
of good,
4 traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
5 having a form of godliness but denying its power.
And from such people turn away!
6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make
captives of gullible women loaded down with sins,
led away by various lusts,
7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.

• Our conduct must reflect the times – in opposition to nature!
2 Peter 3:10-15 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that
are in it will be burned up.
11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be
found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;
15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also
our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has
written to you,

• “Serious”: to exercise self control; to curb one’s passions.
3

I am afraid we modern Christians are long on talk and short on
conduct. We use the language of power but our deeds are the
deeds of weakness. We settle for words in religion because
deeds are too costly.
It is easier to pray, "Lord, help me to carry my cross daily" then to
simply pick up the cross and carry it!
-- A. W. Tozer

1 Corinthians 4.19-20
19 But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I
will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what
power they have.
20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 4
8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a
multitude of sins.”
• Fervent: stretched out 5
o “Deeply” (“stretched” or “strained”) was used to describe the taut
muscles of an athlete who strains to win a race (cf.  in 1:22).
6

• Cover: to hide, veil; to hinder the knowledge of a thing
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o This kind of strenuously maintained love is not blind but sees and
accepts the faults of others (cf. Prov. 10:12; 1 Cor. 13:4-7). 8
Proverbs 10:12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.

"Where love abounds in a fellowship of Christians, many small
offenses, and even some large ones, are readily overlooked and
forgotten. But where love is lacking, every word is viewed with
suspicion, every action is liable to misunderstanding, and
conflicts abound - to Satan's perverse delight." (Grudem)
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